
Ballynahinch Camera Club 

Welcome  

W elcome to 
Ballynahinch 
Camera Club! 

Whether you’re using a 
smartphone, point-and-
shoot camera or something 
a little fancier, our aim is to 
help you make better imag-
es. So far this welcome is 
exactly the same as last 
year. However, that’s where 
any similarity ends. We are 
of course sadly in the midst 
of a global pandemic and life 
as we know it has changed, 
what with lockdowns, face 
coverings and social distanc-
ing. This means we are not 
planning any face-to-face 
meetings for the foreseea-
ble future. So how can we 
help each other make bet-
ter images? 

Well, we will still plan to 
have our weekly meetings, 
but using technology such as 
Zoom to host online interac-
tive virtual meetings. You’ll 
need a smartphone, tablet 
or computer all with inter-
net connectivity. We have 
already tested this plat-
form, it works well, and it’s 
free for you to connect. In 
fact using this technology 

the club committee has al-
ready met, and put together 
a programme with something 
for everyone. We have some 
great guest speakers lined 
up. Our more experienced 
members will guide you 
through topics such as cam-
era control, image pro-
cessing and novel photo-
graphic techniques. I’m real-
ly looking forward to these 
virtual meet-ups, and just 
like our meetings of old 
there will be great learning 
opportunities together with 
plenty of banter and craic.  

From time to time we’ll also 
organise location meet-ups 
with social distancing, to 
photograph say, landscapes, 
as one example, or practice 
long exposure techniques on 
moving water or sky. 

Another huge change this 
year is that we will not rou-
tinely print any images, 
whether for sharing or com-
petitions. Despite the fact 
that camera clubs are pas-
sionate about the printed 
image, the risks of virus 
transmission through han-
dling of prints are too high. 
So this year all competitions 

will be based on digital images 
which are viewed on screens. 
One advantage is that digital is 
free so you’ll save a small for-
tune. Of course you are not 
obliged to enter any competi-
tions, but it’s a great way to 
learn about what makes a good 
image. The Club is affiliated to 
the Northern Ireland Photo-
graphic Association (NIPA), an 
umbrella body representing the 
25 or so clubs in the province. 
NIPA provides a framework for 
inter-club competition and I am 
delighted to say that last year 
our novices came 1st in the col-
our print section, helping us to 
an overall respectable 9th 
place.  

So, whatever 
your skill level, 
whatever your 
photographic 
leanings, don’t 
leave your 
camera on the 
shelf, get out 
there and do it 
- and have fun!  

Terry Hanna - Chairperson 

Meeting times 

Due to prevailing conditions 
caused by the current pan-
demic, for the foreseeable 
future meetings will be held 
on-line. Access to these 
meetings will be by email  
invitation only.  

Contact information 

Email is the club’s preferred 
method of communication 
with members.  It is there-
fore vital we have a correct 
email address for you. It will 
now be used to give mem-
bers access to the weekly 
Zoom meetings. Email also 
enables our Secretary to 
send out information on 
events and articles of inter-
est to keep you informed. 

Data protection 

The Club Secretary holds a 
list of members’ names and 
email addresses. These are 
used for the sole purpose of 
communicating club infor-
mation and any other infor-
mation deemed to be of use 
by the committee.  

The Club Treasurer holds a 
list of members’ names, 
their membership numbers 
and the fee they have paid. 

None of this data is shared 
with any outside agency 
except NIPA when images 
produced by members have 
been selected to go forward 
to represent the Club. 

Competitions 

As our Club is a member of 
Northern Ireland Photo-
graphic Association, we take 
part in the annual competi-
tion to find the top club in 
the league (more details 
inside). We also have an 
Internal League linked with 
this competition. We believe 
that a spirit of healthy com-
petition helps members to 
take camera and computer 
skills to the next level. 

Members can be as active as 
they choose to be in our 
activities - the ultimate aim 
of the club is for its mem-
bers to get enjoyment from 
a shared interest in photog-
raphy. 
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“The committee has 
worked very hard to 
produce a programme 
which it hopes will keep 
the spirit of the club 
alive in these strangest  
of times”. 

 

“Whatever your skill 
level, whatever your 
photographic leanings, 
don’t leave your camera 
on the shelf, get out 
there and do it - and 
have fun! . “ 

  

 

General information 



President -   Ian Jackson -   ian686jackson@btinternet.com  

Chairman -   Terry Hanna -   hannaterry@gmail.com  Tel: 077 3233 4299 

Vice Chairman-  Alan Chowney  a.chowney@btinternet.com   

Secretary -   Frances Price -   f.price@qub.ac.uk   Tel: 077 5939 6140 

Programme Secretary -  John McCullough -  kate.mccullough@btinternet.com 

Competition Secretary -  John Knipe -   jaknipe@btinternet.com 

Treasurer -   Angela McCullagh -  angelamccullagh@hotmail.com  

NIPA Rep. -   Alan Chowney -   a.chowney@btinternet.com 

Press Officer -   John Knipe -   jaknipe@btinternet.com  Tel: 077 6338 0255 

Webmasters:   Gary Cowan and Frances Price 

Committee members:  Lawrence Perkins, Muriel Darling and Keith Wilson  

Address for sending image files for inclusion in competitions - bhccphotos@gmail.com 

 

Joining Ballynahinch Camera Club 

Membership of Ballynahinch Camera 
Club is open to anyone with an interest 
in photography. What do I need, or not 
need, to join? 

• Principally, you DO need an in-
terest in photography.  

• You do NOT need lots of ex-
pensive equipment (winning im-
ages have been taken with a 
phone camera).  

• You do NOT need to spend lots 
of money on printing and fram-
ing photographs. 

• You do NOT need lots of exper-
tise or experience. You will 
learn much as you go along. 
Others will share their exper-
tise with you. 

• You DO need enthusiasm. 

• You DO need a sense of fun. 

• You DO need to be willing to 
learn new things. 

• You DO need a spare couple of 
hours on a Thursday evening 
between the months of Septem-
ber and April. 

• You DO need to be aware that 
as a club we support and adhere 
to the NIPA Policy for Safe-
guarding Children and Adults at 
Risk. 

Committee members 

As previously said, we strongly encour-
age all members to submit images for 
each round of the NIPA competitions. 
It is a great way to receive feedback 
and advice on your images as well as 
becoming competitive. 

There are five rounds during the year. 
Rounds 1, 3 and 5 are Open while 
Rounds 2 and 4 are themed (see table 
on next page for theme/genre). 

Images are submitted first to the club 
for our own internal judging which usu-
ally takes place the week or so after 
the submission date. The top four im-
ages in each section (of which at least 
one must be from a Novice) are then 
sent on to NIPA for further judging. 
Points are then awarded to each club 

accordingly in order to find the top 
club for the year. 

There are three categories for each 
round of the competition and each 
member can submit a maximum of 
three images for each - Monochrome 
Prints, Colour Prints and Projected 
Digital Images. (You must NOT submit 
identical images in more than one sec-
tion within a particular round.) 

If an image is selected to represent 
the Club in a NIPA Round, it cannot be 
used again for another NIPA Round. 

Internal League 

All images submitted for NIPA compe-
titions will be awarded a score by the 
judge. The top score for each member 

in each section, in each round, will be 
entered into the Internal League.  

The League is divided into two        
sections - Novices and Advanced. A 
Novice is defined as anyone who has 
not yet had two images starred in a 
NIPA competition. 

NIPA Competitions and Internal League 

• You DO need to pay our mem-
bership fee, which depends on 
your age and circumstances:- 

 Under 18*/Student            £25 

 Adult             £45 

 Concessionary             £40 

(* Under 18’s should be accompanied by 
an adult) 

 

Why not contact the Club secretary for 
details of how to join our Zoom meet-
ings? Sit for a few nights to sample our 
activities without any obligation to join. 

 

Fees must be paid in full before  
competition entries can be accepted. 
On payment, a membership number(*) 
will be issued  and this must be used 
for naming image files. Payment can 
be made by cheque, PayPal or bank 
transfer. 

mailto:wilkin964@btinternet.com
mailto:jaknipe@btinternet.com
mailto:angelamccullagh@hotmail.com
mailto:jaknipe@btinternet.com


Preparing images 
 
Select the images which you wish to 
submit for each section. 
 

 Sizing 
Ensure that the width of images is no 
more than 1600 pixels and the height 
is no more than 1200 pixels, irrespec-
tive of orientation, whether landscape, 
portrait or square., All at a maximum 
of 72dpi (96 if using a Mac) 
 

 Naming 
How the files are named has had to be 
changed a little in light of the differ-
ent arrangements this year. 

There will be three components to the 
file name, instead of the usual two:- 

Section MON (mono prints)  

 COL (colour prints)  

 PDI (Projected Digital Image) 

Underscore _ 

Image name Harbour Bridge 

Underscore _ 

Membership number (*) 20xx 

E.g. 

PDI_Harbour Bridge_2099 

 

N.B. It is vital that everyone uses the 
same format for ‘File name’. This will 
help to make the competition run more 
smoothly.   

Digital images 

At this stage in previous editions of this members’ handbook, advice would have  been 
given about having images printed and mounted for judging and exhibition. As Terry 
mentioned in his Welcome, due to Corona virus, prints will not be needed this year. 

In ‘normal’ years prints are submitted for the Mono and Colour section, along with digi-
tal images which are judged as they are projected (Projected Digital Images).  

This year, all images for competitions will be submitted by email although the Mono and 
Colour rounds will be judged as if they were prints, (Hmmm!) 

A maximum of THREE images can be submitted for each section and no image can be 
submitted for more than one section. See below for changes to submission method.  

Images for competition 

Submitting images 
 

Note—Major change! 
Submitting images for most competi-
tions and club occasions has become 
even easier than before.  

In advance of each competition round, 
members will receive an email contain-
ing a link to a Google Form which is self
-explanatory and allows images to be 
uploaded easily.  

It is more important than ever that 
each image file is named properly and 
includes the author’s membership num-
ber. 

It is still possible to use the previous 
method of submitting images by email, 
but please only use this method as a 
last resort! 

The image files  may be emailed to        
bhccphotos@gmail.com by midnight of 
the advertised date. 

NIPA Competitions - summary of dates 2020/21 

Round BHCC 

Submission Deadline 

BHCC 

Images judged and results   
announced internally 

NIPA 

Showing of results and venue 

1  
Open 

Thursday 17 September Thursday 24 September Tuesday 20 October - CPA 

2  

Abstract 

Thursday 22 October Thursday 29 October Friday 20 November - Bangor 

3 
Open 

Thursday 3 December Thursday 10 December Thursday 21 January - Focus 

4 

Emotion 

Thursday 21 January Thursday 28 January Thursday 25 February - CB 

5 
Open 

Thursday 11 February Thursday 18 February Wed 24 March - Dungannon 


